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(4) Upon approval of the satellite net-
work control center, the earth station
operator may radiate an RF carrier
into the designated transponder.
Should improper illumination of the
transponder or undue adjacent trans-
ponder interference be observed by the
satellite network control center, the
earth station operator shall imme-
diately take whatever measures are
needed to eliminate the problem.

(5) The space station licensee may
delegate the responsibility and duties
of the satellite network control center
to a technically qualified user or group
of users, but the space station licensee
shall remain ultimately responsible for
the performance of those duties.

[58 FR 13421, Mar. 11, 1993, as amended at 62
FR 5931, Feb. 10, 1997]

§ 25.273 Duties regarding space com-
munications transmissions.

(a) No person shall:
(1) Transmit to a satellite unless the

specific transmission is first authorized
by the satellite network control cen-
ter;

(2) Conduct transmissions over a
transponder unless the operator is au-
thorized by the satellite licensee or the
satellite licensee’s successor in inter-
est to transmit at that time; or

(3) Transmit in any manner that
causes unacceptable interference to the
authorized transmission of another li-
censee.

(b) Satellite operators shall provide
upon request by the Commission and
by earth station licensees authorized
to transmit on their satellites relevant
information needed to avoid unaccept-
able interference to other users, includ-
ing the polarization angles for proper
illumination of a given transponder.

(c) Space station licensees are re-
sponsible for maintaining complete and
accurate technical details of current
and planned transmissions over their
satellites, and shall require that au-
thorized users of transponders on their
satellites, whether by tariff or con-
tract, provide any necessary technical
information in this regard including
that required by § 25.272. Based on this
information, space station licensees
shall exchange among themselves gen-
eral technical information concerning
current and planned transmission pa-

rameters as needed to identify and
promptly resolve any potential cases of
unacceptable interference between
their satellite systems.

(d) Space stations authorized after
May 10, 1993 which do not satisfy the
requirements of § 25.210 may be re-
quired to accept greater constraints in
resolving interference problems than
complying ones. The extent of these
constraints shall be determined on a
case-by-case basis.

§ 25.274 Procedures to be followed in
the event of harmful interference.

(a) The earth station operator whose
transmission is suffering harmful in-
terference shall first check the earth
station equipment to ensure that the
equipment is functioning properly.

(b) The earth station operator shall
then check all other earth stations in
the licensee’s network that could be
causing the harmful interference to en-
sure that none of the licensee’s earth
stations are the source of the inter-
ference and to verify that the source of
interference is not from a local terres-
trial source.

(c) After the earth station operator
has determined that the source of the
interference is not another earth sta-
tion operating in the same network or
from a terrestrial source, the earth sta-
tion operator shall contact the sat-
ellite system control center and advise
the satellite operator of the problem.
The control center operator shall ob-
serve the interference incident and
make reasonable efforts to determine
the source of the problem. A record
shall be maintained by the control cen-
ter operator and the earth station op-
erator of all harmful interference inci-
dents and their resolution. These
records shall be made available to an
FCC representative on request.

(d) Where the suspected source of the
interference incident is the operation
of an earth station licensed to operate
on one or more of the satellites in the
satellite operator’s system, the control
center operator shall advise the offend-
ing earth station of the harmful inter-
ference incident and assist in the reso-
lution of the problem where reasonably
possible.

(e) The earth station licensee whose
operations are suspected of causing
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harmful interference to the operations
of another earth station shall take rea-
sonable measures to determine whether
its operations are the source of the
harmful interference problem. Where
the operations of the suspect earth sta-
tion are the source of the interference,
the licensee of that earth station shall
take all measures necessary to elimi-
nate the interference.

(f) At any point, the system control
center operator may contact the Com-
mission’s Columbia Operations Center
in Columbia, Maryland, to assist in re-
solving the matter. This office special-
izes in the resolution of satellite inter-
ference problems. All licensees are re-
quired to cooperate fully with the Com-
mission in any investigation of inter-
ference problems.

(g) Where the earth station suspected
of causing interference to the oper-
ations of another earth station cannot
be identified or is identified as an earth
station operating on a satellite system
other than the one on which the earth
station suffering undue interference is
operating, it is the responsibility of a
representative of the earth station suf-
fering harmful interference to contact
the control center of other satellite
systems.

[58 FR 13421, Mar. 11, 1993, as amended at 62
FR 5931, Feb. 10, 1997]

§ 25.275 Particulars of operation.
(a) Radio station authorizations

issued under this part will normally
specify only the frequency bands au-
thorized for transmission and/or recep-
tion of the station.

(b) When authorized frequency bands
are specified in the station authoriza-
tion, the licensee is authorized to
transmit any number of r.f. carriers on
any discrete frequencies within an au-
thorized frequency band in accordance
with the other terms and conditions of
the authorization and the requirements
of this part. Specific r.f. carrier fre-
quencies within the authorized fre-
quency band shall be selected by the li-
censee to avoid unacceptable levels of
interference being caused to other
earth, space or terrestrial stations.
Any coordination agreements, both do-
mestic and international, concerning
specific frequency usage constraints,
including non-use of any particular fre-

quencies within the frequency bands
listed in the station authorization, are
considered to be conditions of the sta-
tion authorization.

(c) A license for a transmitting earth
station will normally specify only the
r.f. carriers having the highest e.i.r.p.
density, the narrowest bandwidth, and
the largest bandwidth authorized for
transmission from that station. Unless
otherwise specified in the station au-
thorization, the licensee is authorized
to transmit any other type of carrier
not specifically listed which does not
exceed the highest e.i.r.p., e.i.r.p. den-
sity and bandwidth prescribed for any
listed emission.

(d) Only the most sensitive emis-
sion(s) for which protection is being af-
forded from interference in the author-
ized receive frequency band(s) will be
specified in the station authorization.

§ 25.276 Points of communication.
(a) Unless otherwise specified in the

station authorization, an earth station
is authorized to transmit to any space
station in the same radio service pro-
vided that permission has been re-
ceived from the space station operator
to access that space station.

(b) Space stations licensed under this
part are authorized to provide service
to earth stations located within the
specified service area. Coastal waters
within the outer continental shelf shall
be considered to be included within the
service area specified by the named
land mass.

(c) Transmission to or from foreign
points over space stations in the Fixed-
Satellite Service, other than those op-
erated by the International Tele-
communications Satellite Organization
and Inmarsat, are subject to the poli-
cies set forth in the Report and Order,
adopted January 19, 1996 in IB Docket
No. 95–41.

[58 FR 13421, Mar. 11, 1993, as amended at 61
FR 9953, Mar. 12, 1996]

§ 25.277 Temporary fixed earth station
operations.

(a) When an earth station in the
Fixed-Satellite Service is to remain at
a single location for fewer than 6
months, the location may be consid-
ered to be temporary fixed. Services
provided at a single location which are
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